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From: Nomellini, Grilli & McDaniel PLCs [mailto:ngmplcs@pacbell.net]  
Sent: Tuesday, February 01, 2011 12:59 PM 
To: Ullrey, Nancy 
Cc: Jherrlaw@aol.com; 'Dante Nomellini, Jr.'; 'Dean Ruiz'; tmz@talavera.us; 
michael.machado@ymail.com; 'Mel Lytle'; dwooten@sjgov.org; TRPD@aol.com; 'Brett Baker' 
Subject: Delta Conservancy Interim Strategic Plan 
 
Nancy:  Attached are the comments on behalf of the Central Delta Water Agency.  The 
supporting data for lack of water supply is in the attached submittal to the Delta Stewardship 
Council.  The support on the overstatement for sea level rise is in the hyperlinks.  DJN Sr 
http://www.sepp.org/publications/NIPCC_final.pdf  
www.nipccreport.org  
  
Nomellini, Grilli & McDaniel  
Professional Law Corporations  
235 East Weber Avenue 
Stockton, CA 95202 
Mailing address:   
P.O. Box 1461  
Stockton, CA 95201-1461  
Telephone: (209) 465-5883  
Facsimile:  (209) 465-3956  
Email:  ngmplcs@pacbell.net    
   
_____________________________  
CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This communication with its contents may contain confidential 
and/or legally privileged information. It is solely for the use of the intended recipient(s).  
Unauthorized interception, review, use or disclosure is prohibited and may violate applicable laws 
including the Electronic Communications Privacy Act. If you are not the intended recipient, please 
contact the sender and destroy all copies of the communication. 
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February 1, 2011

Via email nancv.ullrev(deltaconservancy.ca.ov

Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta Conservancy
3500 Industrial Boulevard, 2nd Floor
West Sacramento, CA 95691

Re: Interim Strategic Plan

Dear Ladies and Gentlemen:

General Comment

Protection and’preservation of Delta agriculture and other uses requires: 1) adequate
levees, 2) a robust emergency response mechanism to immediately repair and restore levee and
drainage systems in the event of failure, 3) good in-channel water quality, 4) an adequate supply
with the recognized rights to divert from the channels for irrigation of crops, wildlife friendly
agricultural practices, habitat and recreation, 5) recognized rights to drain the lands and discharge
seepage, stormwater and irrigation return flows to the channels. The role of the Conservancy
should be to facilitate the above by funding and supporting needed studies, improvements and
adjusted regulatory programs.

Page 26 - Line 3 change to read “The Delta and Suisun Marsh are key links in the Pacific
Flyway.” The Delta’s importance as critical wintering habitat for waterfowl is understated. The
agricultural fields are an essential winter food source for hundreds of thousands of geese and
ducks as well as a variety of other migratory birds.

Page 27 - Line 7. This is an incorrect statement. Change to read “Portions of the Delta lands are
below sea level.” Check the topographic maps to verify the sea level lines. Attached hereto is
DWR’s map showing the Delta lowlands and uplands. The lowlands are all those lands below
five (5) feet above sea level. The area at or below sea level is much smaller than the area within
the Delta lowlands.

Page 27 - Line 8 - the “locally built and maintained” statement suggests that more risk is
associated with such levees. The risk associated with levees is more directly related to their
intended level of protection. Project levees (those built by the USACE) fail quite often. Many
are designed and built to provide a relatively low level of protection, i.e., ten (10) year, forty (40)
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year, etc.

Suggested change - Lines 8 and 9 - “These levees are subject to varying risks of failure.”

Page 29 Resource Challenges, Item 3. The word “increased” should be deleted. Should read
“Excessive and increasing demand on existing water supplies.” The current and past demand on
existing Delta water supplies has exceeded the safe yield of the Delta watershed. The SWP
failed to develop the five (5) million acre feet per year of supplemental supply from North Coast
watersheds and yet the SWP continues to export water from the Delta. The plan was to develop
such supply by the year 2000. See attached copy of comments submitted to the Delta
Stewardship Council.

Page 31, Line 6. The plan provides: “The overwhelming scientific consensus is that the rate of
rise will accelerate significantly over the coming decades.” This is overstated. If you focus on
the Golden Gate, the rise has been about seven (7) inches in the last 100 years and there is some
question as to whether or not the trend has flattened. Suggested change: “level, and planning
should anticipate some future rise in sea level.” Perhaps the Conservancy can facilitate a truly
independent evaluation and prediction. See hyperlinks. See pages 16-19 of NTPCC_final.pdf.
Summary Report - Nature - Not Human Activity Rules the Climate. See also full report
nipcc.report.org which is 880 pages.

Page 46, Line 8. The date probably should be adjusted.

Yours very truly,

DAN JOHN NOMELLINI
Manager and Co-Counsel

DJN:ju
Enclosures
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